
KWAME RAOUL 
AITORNl·Y Cil-,NERAl. 

Via electronic mail 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
STATE OF ILUNOIS 

February 15, 2024 

RE: FOIA Request for Review-2024 PAC 79945 

Dear-: 

This determination is issued pursuant to section 9.5(c) of the Freedom of 
Info1mation Act (FOIA) (5 ILCS 140/9.5(c) (West 2022), as amended by Public Act 103-069, 
effective January 1, 2024). For the reasons set forth below, the Public Access Bureau has 
determined that no further action is warranted in this matter. 

On January 28, 2024, you submitted a FOIA request to the Illinois Department of 
Human Rights (Department) stating: "This is a request for information of state judicial, local 
judicial ,Rockford J11inois , state law enforcement ,local law enforcement Rockford Illinois[.)" 1 

You then stated "All FOIA" and listed variations of your name. On January 30, 2024, the 
Department responded by asserting that you did not request records that were maintained by or 
within the jurisdiction of the Department, and that it did not have documentation responsive to 
your request. On January 31, 2024, this office received your complete Request for Review 
challenging the Department's response. You appeared to assett that your request was for a 
personal purpose. 

Under FOIA, "[a]ll records in the custody or possession of a public body are 
presumed to be open to inspection or copying." 5 ILCS 140/1.2 (West 2022); see also Southern

Illinoisan v. lllinois Department of Public Health, 218 Ill. 2d 390,415 (2006). However, "[a] 
request to inspect or copy must reasonably identify a public record and not general data, 
information, or statistics." Chicago Tribune Co. v. Department of Financial & Professional 
Regulation, 2014 IL App (4th) 130427, 133, 8 N.E.3d 1 1, 19 (2014). A FOIA request 

'E-mail from- to [JDHR FOIA] (January 28, 2024). 
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